a 


— wity, bon dered. 


er 
. is 1 > 4 A * 
” x 


77 1 e Cafe of 0, We againſt ni 


Preach din the Hig h Cn 
 dmburgh, Ie onday, J. 4. 


Upon. Occaſion of the An 
the 80 


„ 


ing of 


25 


85 


» 85 ; 


yerſary . 
xdiety in Scotland fo 
gating CHRISTIAN KNoWLE vs. 


* 


And | publiſhed at their Requeſt. | 27 


Sh e of 4. 


TY CEORGE I? IS HART, It 


1 


One of. che Migiſters of ED IN BU Ke 4. 


2 b 


E D 7 N-B U GH be 
Pridted: by T. W. and T. Ruppinans * 9 HAU f 


rox and J. BALTO VR, and ſold at their ShoPFappolits 4 
_the eme Choſe. 


1743, 


AT. 


w * 
2 
5 7 
. * 
8 * at 
Ke wt * 
5 dein e 
Ty Sgt x pe xd 
* 16 26 
: * — 
* * , 3 . 
* 3 + a. 
F 
r a 


a * 
— * e 

— * 

- * \ 
o” s 

Y ©, 

» 

- FY 
* * 
. 
” 


7 * 


1 t 
! * 
” 4 
1 
* Fr 


a." 7 


4 
__ 
A ann 


— HD po 2 1 2222 


— > 


11 * 


„ 
« Af - 


248 _Þ Author ek 


l N his — 
to fave Time was obliged to 
F in the Delivery. 5 — 


*, a+ «Ks 6 » 


pg bens — jan. | 


= 
” 
U 
” 
* 
— 
* 
* 
= 
” ” 
0 
8 G 
S 4 
K +, 
* * 
. 
* 
» 
L 
9 kh, 4 
© 


4 
« 
— 


* 
* * 
4- 
« 4 
8 
* 
* . 
mY 
* 
* & 
of 
LY 
. 
* 
” 4 
” 
4 
- 
£ 
* 
= 
* 
F 
* 
= 
* 
» 
. 
. 
o 
: 
” 
” 
* 
. * 
1 
- 
* 
- 
_ 
©, +. 
» 


I 
* 1 «3% 7 . by 5 J 4 5 4 
8 1 © 331% + %S$ x » *. N 
* 3 4 . MN — 4 * 
2 * 
* — 
6 * i ; 
1 2 * A a 
» VA. — . 3 
— * 
8 ö , 
* „ ” A 1 p 
4 7 ” 


* 
© 
= 
5 
= 
* 
. 
* 
* 
4.9 
* 


ne i Cu 0 if FR! a 3 = | 


nity conſidered. 


\ 5 2 , 
* 
4 5 . bg . 8 * 
8 r — 
HEE BY WELD AN BE 4.8 AR #3 A 
- * 


As E RMO N, S 


* 
£ 1 


Marr. xyiii. * 
7 unto the World becau fe of Ofencer, 


HE Occaſi on of our preſent Meet- 


ting may naturally lead us to re- 
flect on the Opp oſition made to 


have not only to communicate the Know- 
ledge of it to thoſe who live in . 
but to overcome the Force of Prejudice op 
poſed to it, and to defend it againſt all th; 


Arts of falſe Reaſoning. But there is one | 


hing, my Brethren, which ſhould give us 
the moſf ſenſible Concern, that profeſſed 


Chriſtians ſhould at any time 1 their Beha- 
A 2 . 


i Chriſtianity in "the World, In 
maintaining and promoting its Intereſts, we 


$7 - 
viour haye contributed to increaſe the Oppo. 
ſition, to raiſe Prejudice againſt their Religi. 
on, and to furniſh its Adverſaries with any 
ſort of Argument againſt it. This falls pro- 
perly under the Notion of Offences poke 
of in my Text; Stumbling-blocks caſt in 
the way of others, Occaſions given to 
them to become prejudiced againſt the Truth, 
and to reject it. Our bleſſed Saviour fore. 
tells with Regret the Diſadvantage the World 
would ſuſtain by this means, being led aſide 
from the way of Truth and Righteouſneß: 
Wo unto the World becauſe of Offences. 
Theſe Offences have ariſen from the bad Lives 
of many Chriſtians. I hope better things 
of my Hearers, and things which accompa- 
a Salvation; tho' it may be needful to 
offer ſome things on this Subject for ou 


greater Caution, and particularly for fupport- | 


ing Chriſtianity, amidſt thoſe Wounds it has 
received in he Houſe of its pretended 
Friends. 5 ; | 

Ho many of the Chriſtian Name have 
been, and till are, guilty of living in the in- 
dulged Practice of Sin and Wiekedneſs; In- 
temperance, Injuſtice, Fraud and Oppreſſion, 
are not uncommonly practiſed under the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity : Some of the groſſeſt 
Crimes have been committed by Perſons 
brought up in the Chriſtian Religion. And 
as to many who Keep up a tolerable Chara 
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Ker, may it not be zul ſaid, Nhat do 


ye more than others? So few are there, 


comparatively ' ſpeaking, who rematkably 
ſhine in all Virtue and Goodneſs ! But this is 
not all; Chriſtianity has been moſt perverſe- 
ly improved to bad Purpoſes; it hath been 


made an Engine of worldly RP 


to ſerve the Intereſts of {elfiſh and ambitions 


Men: It hath been made an occaſion of rai- 


ſing a Tyranny of the wprſt Kind, Tyran- 
ny over the Underſtandings and Conſcien- 
ces of Men; by which means they have 
been more effectually enſlaved in their out- 


ward Concerns. To promote theſe worldly 
Views, what Frauds and Villanies have 
often been committed, under the pious pre- 


tence of ſerving the Intereſts of Chriſt and 
his Church! It hath been abuſed into an 
Occaſion of fatal Diviſions, of bittereſt Strife 
and Contention, of deadly Hatred on ac- 
count of religious Differences; of the moſt 


violent Perſecutions, the greateſt Cruelties 
and Barbarities, committed both by one Par- 


ty. of Chriſtians againſt another, and by 
Chriſtians againſt thoſe who unhappily wan- 
dred in the Paths .of Heatheniſh Deluſion, 


Now, as we are told that the Wicked- 
nds of the Prieſts, Eli's Sons, their vile 
Proſtitution of their Office, made Men to ab. 
hor the Offering of the Lordi; and as it is 
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foretold by the Apoſtle deter concerning 
_ falſe Teachers who ſhould ariſe in the Chri- 

{tian Church, that by reaſon of them the 
Way of Truth ſhould be evil ſpoken of |; 
ſuch has actually been the Fate of Chriſtia- 

nity. Whereas the Excellency of it appear- 

ing in the exemplary Lives of Chriſtians, 
might readily recommend it to Mens Con- 
ſciences, and thus overcome the Prejudice 
ariſing from their vicious Paſſions; the 
Wickedneſs of profeſſed Chriſtians obſcures 
the Glory of their Religion, and leſſens its 
Influence in commanding the Eſteem of Man- 
kind, This has even an immediate Tendency 
to raiſe diſguſt: The Wickedneſs comniit- 
ted under the Chriſtian Name; the Miſchiefs 
it has been made the occafion cf, as an 
Handle for enſlaving, plundering and de- 
ſtroying Mankind; ithele things being, by 
an haſty and nnjuſt Application, imputed to 
Chriſtianity itſelf, have ſet it in a diſagree- 
able Light, and created an averſion at it, as 
in this way ſuppoſed an Enemy to the Peace 
and Happineſs of Mankind. Theſe things 
creating an immediate Prejudice and Aver- 
ſion, have further been improved in the way 
of Argument againſt the Divine Original of 
Chriſtianity. The 8 of it have not 


indeed failed to repreſent the 8 of 


iſchie vous 
Pur. 
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Purpoſes to which Chriſtianity has been per- 
verted, in the ſtrongeſt Terms; and imput- 
ing theſe to Chriſtianity itſelf, - haye alleged. 
that inſtead - of promoting the Intereſt of 
Virtue, it has made Men more fierce and 
unſociable, more miſchieyous than before, 
and fo hath done more Hurt than Good; 
That the World does not appear much 
mended ſince the times of Tiberius; That 
the Bigotry which hath had ſuch terrible 
Effects among Chriſtians, was little felt 
br known in the Pagan World; That the 
Zeal of Chriſtians has produced more fa- 
tal Effetts than any other. religious Be- 
lief, yea, than any other Cauſe 1 0 
ver; and that the Face of things has been 
viſibly altered to the worſe, in all theſe 
Countries where this Religion obtained, 
from the time that it prevailed in them: 
From which it is concluded, that ſuch an 
Inſtitution cannot be from God; That e 
Religion could never be deſigned by God 
to produce great and extraordinary Be- 
bs; 4 to Mankind, which, as is ſaid, ne- 
ver did produce ſuch Effefts, but the quite 
contrary. Several things to this purpoſe 
5 been inſiſted on, particularly by late 
ST... „ 4-0 os 
My Buſineſs ſhall be to vindicate Chriſtia- 
OT A4 nity 
 * Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, p. 366 and $4, 26 
Edit, 8g, Lgtter to the Miniſter of Moffat, p. 6, 7, 8 
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nity againſt the Force of this arguing, as an 
F cM and uſeful taftication” and there- 
fore worthy of God. And in managing this 
Point, I hope not to contribute to rhe Of. 
fence I would remove, as if Chriſtianit 
rendred; Men ill natured and ſevere ; but to 
expreſs myſelf with that Temper, which chi. 
becomes one pleading the Caule of the great 
Prince of Peace and Pattern of Mecknels, 
the Cauſe of that Religion, which enjoins 
the Servant of the Lord to be gentle un- cul 
ro all Men, and in Meekneſs to inſtruf 
thoſe who oppoſe themſelves . 


The Argument againſt Chriſtianiry which 75 
I am now to confider, proceeds upon theſe 7 
two Things; that either it hath had no Influ: us 
ence at all in reforming Mankind, and making i # 
them good and yirtuous, more than they Ml 
would otherwiſe have been: Or if it has, Mc 
that, by the bad Purpoſes to which it has Wl te 
been improved, it has done more Hurt than h 
Good: From which it is ſuppoſed to fol- MW ze 
Jow, that it can't be from God, or that the . 
Arguments for its Divinity, from the ſup- ri 
poſed Uſefulneſs and Excellency of it, fall 

Kw CTR 

Firſt, From the wicked Lives of many 
Chriſtians, and the ſmall Advancement 0; 
thers ſeem to make in Virtue, it may be al- 
ledged, that Chriſtianity hath had no Influ- 
\ 4 5 ence 


I 2 Tim. il. 24, 25. 
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„ . 
ence at all in reforming Mankind, and mak, 
ing them good and virtuous, more than they 
would otherwiſe have been. Now, in op- 
poſition to this View of the Argument, to 
vindicate the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of 
our Religion, let us conſider the following 
things which I ſhall lay before you. 
1. It . by looking into Chriſtiani- 
ty itſelf, that it hath the ſtrongeſt Tenden- 
cy to promote Virtue, and is the beſt cal- 
2 for this Purpoſe that can poſſibly be 
imagined, This it propoſes as its expreſs 
Deſign. Jeſus Chriſt came to call Sinners 
to Repentance ; to fave us from our in“; 
to bleſs us, in turning away every one of 
us from his Iniquitiesf ; He gave himſelf 
| for us that he might redeem us from all + 
Iniquity |, might deliver us from the Sla- 
yery of Sin, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works; 
the Grace of God that N Salvation 
teacheth us, that denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this World *. 
This is the Sum of all the Precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity; this is what all its Doctrines point 
at, and enforce in the ſtrongeſt Manner. All 
the Advantage of Religion in general, or 
the Acknowledgment of a ſupreme n | 
| 10 | ur 


Att. ix. 13. and i. 21. If Ads ii. 26. . Tit. 
* 14. 3 , hone. 


„ 
influencing Virtue; enjoining the Practio 
of it, as the Law of the great Governot of 

the World, who will reward our Obedience 
and puniſh our Difobedience ; recoinmend. 
ing it by the Obligations of Gratitude, as 3. 
deable to him to whom we owe our Being, 
and all the Bleſſings we enjoy and ate capable 
of; ſetting before us in the Deity the mol 
glorious Pattern of Goodneſs, to inſpire us 
with the Love of — bh. Method, I ay, 
of forming us to Virtue by a Regard to: 
Diety, the Chriſtian Religion — i im. 
proves; and enlarges with peculiar Dilcoye 
ries. Here we have the Duties of Virtue 
enjoined us in an expreſs Revelation fron 
God, declaring his wal to Men, and con. 
firmed by the moſt extraordinary Inſtance 
of divine Power accompanying it: We hare 
this Declaration of his Witl- conveyed to us 
by the moſt glorious Meſſenger, the only 
begotten Son of God, who himſelf is cloth: 
ed with the Authority of univerſal Lord, 
and poſſeſſed of all Power in Heaven and 
Earth*. While we have this Diſcovery of 
the divine Will prefented to us, by which i 
muſt appear that we all have ſiuned f, and ſo 
are become obnoxious to Puniſhment, with- 
dut ſome gracious Condeſcention of the ſu- 
preme Lawgiver; the Goſpel here interpoſes 
with a moſt neceſſary Diſcovery, the Aſſu- 

Matth. xxviii. 18. Rom. tit, 235 


( 


6 F- AY - A ; 
rance of Pardon upon = Repentanee; and 
of the Acceptance of our fincere Obedience 
for the future, in Jeſtis Chriſt; whom God 
hath ſet forth, dying and ſuffering for our 
Sins, #0 be a Propitiation through Faith 
in bis Blood*. In the amazing Sufferings 
which the Son of God became ſubject to as 
a Sacrifice for our Sins, we have the moſk 
affecting Repreſentation of the Evil of Sin; 
to render it hateful to us, and of the vaſt 


Importance of Goodneſs, which Almighty 


God is at ſo great Expence to recover in the 


World: By this Method there is at the lame 


time the ſtrongeſt Check given to Sin, as 
the irreconcileable Object of God's Hatred, 


and the greateſt Encouragement given to Re- 


pentance and fincere Obedience, which we 
are aſſured will be accepted in the beloved. 
While Chriſtianity ſets before us God's Love 


of Virtue and Hatred of Vice, it likewiſe 
clearly reveals to us the Teſtimonies of theſe. 


which we are to expect, the everlaſting Re- 
wards and Puniſhments to be diſpenſed by 
him in another World, which the Light of 
Nature and Reafon gives but probable Inti- 
mations of: Ir diſcoyers to us not only a fu- 


ture State of the Souls Exiftence in Happi- 


nels or Miſery, according to our good or 
bad Conduct, but a Reſurrection of the Bo- 
dy, a general Appearance of all Mankind 


Nom. iii. 25. 


"WP 


1 before | 


„ 5 12 | 

before Jeſus Chriſt, as re viſible Judge 
the World, ſurrounded with glorious Maje. 
ſty ; a ſolemn Separation then made betwee 
the righteous and the wicked; the wickel 
condemned to everlaſting Puniſhment, and 
the righteous received into Liſe eternal“ 
As we have here propoſed to us an incon: 
ceivably great and eternal Reward, to ani. 
mate us in a Courſe of well-doing ; ſo the 
Views we have given us of its Nature are ſuch, 
as ſerve immediately to cheriſh and improye 
in us the Love of Virtue itſelf, and a Taſte 


for the inward Pleaſures of it, and to wen 


our Hearts from ſenſual and worldly De. 
lights: It _ repreſented as an Happinel 


- conſiſting chiefly in ſpiritual Entertainments, 


in the Exerciſes and Enjoyments of perfed 
Virtue; a State wherein dwelleth Righ- 
fFeouſneſs x; where, ſeeing God as he is, 
we ſhall be like him t; where Charity * 
or Love ſhall reign triumphant above all 
the preſent means of its Improvement. By 
all theſe Diſcoveries Chriſtianity greatly 
heightens the Obligations of Gratitude to 
God, which ſhould influence us to a virtu- 
ous Practice: To the Bleſſings of Creation 


and Providence it adds wie ge Obliga- 


tions of redeeming Love; God ſo loving 
the W orld that he gave his only begotten 
BEOS He 402577: 230 Af Fic” 38; ee; 


Matth. xxv. 31—46. ff 2 Pet. iii, 13. f 1 John ii. 


2, 1 Cor. xlll, 8—13. 
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gon, that *whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life; God commending his Love to- 
wards us, in that white we were yet Sin- 
ners Chriſt died for us f. In this the Goſ- 
pel gives us the moſt amiable View of God, 
to poſſeſs our Souls with the higheſt Eſteem 
of him, and make us obey him with Plea- 
ſure; God zs Love t: It ſets before us the 
moſt glorious Example of Goodneſs in the 
Deity ; Goodneſs exerted in the moſt re- 
markable Diſcovery of it toward People of 
all Ranks, Ages and Nations; teaching us 
by this ſpecial View of the divine Love and 
Mercy, to be merciful as our Father in 


Heaven ir merceful **, that as'God ſo lo-—- 
ved us, we ought alſo to love one ano- 


ther ff. And to give us the greateſt Advan- 
tage in the way of Imitation, for being train- 
ed up to Virtue, it hath given us in Jeſus 
Chriſt the moſt perfect Example of it in our 
own Nature, and accommodated to the Cir. 
cumſtances of Humanity. To crown all, 
Chriſtianity gives us the moſt neceſſary and 
encouraging Promiſe of a divine Aſſiſtance 
in the Performance of our Duty, and in en- 
countring the Temptations we meet with, 
to turn us aſide from it. Here then is eve- 
ry thing which can baiimagined moſt effe- 


4. Take vi. 364 if 1 John iy. 11. 


* John iii. 16. f Rom. v. 8. f 1 John iv. 8, 16. 7 
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Rtaal for a. s from Sin, and form 
ing us to Virtue; for exciting our Endes 
yours in a virtuous Practice; for poſſeſſing r. 
our Souls with the inward Diſpoſitions of ic 
Goodneſs; with Love to God and Eſteen Wo 
of him; with all kind and benevolent Affe 
ctions, kindled by the View of that divine 
Character of Love which we are taught ty 
adore; with the Love of Goodneſs as the 
Glory and Happineſs of our reaſonable N. 
tures, the Perfection of which will adon 

and bleſs the heavenly Regions. But, 
- >. Chriſtianity, as an Inſtitution deſignel 
for the Reformation of Mankind, and thei 
Improvement in Goodnels, is in this refpet o 
all conſiſtent with itſelf; there is nothing in {fi 
it which can be ſuppoſed to defeat what | {Win 
have repreſented of its good Tendency. 1 
late Writer * imagines he has found out ſome 
Og the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, which 
ſhould not only deſtroy its good Influence, 
but produce the moſt pernicious Effects ; the 
great Srrefi which it lays, as he alledges, 
on mere Belief and Orthodoxy. This is 
indeed the moſt groundleſs Charge againſt 
Chriſtianity that can well be imagined. Had {Wn 
it been faid, that many Chriſtians, in all the . 
different Parties of them, have laid too much {MW 
Streſs on mere Belief and Orthodoxy, the If 
P 


Charge indeed had been too true: 5 


e Letter to the Miniſter of 44e fr, Page 74 
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nuſt | obſerve, that it i8 N quite fair, .not 


h 

together agreeable to that Freedom of 
bought and Enquiry which aur Adverſa- 
ics ſo much boaſt of, to take their Accounts 
uf Chriſtianity at ſecond hand, even from 
> its profeſſed Followers, who poſſibly may 


de either weak or En enough. to miſfe-· 
e it, when t ey themſelves may aur 
to the original Records of it. In 
2 it moſt evidently appears, that Chri- 
ſtianity is far from laying great Stre/s, ot 
wy any Streſs at all on mere Belief | 
and Orthodoxy : The Faith it inſiſts for is 
ſuch as works by Love f; and To 22 
out Works is J declared to be 
fable to Salvation: This the Apoſtle James 
inſiſts upon at ſome length from v, 
14. Nay the promoting 5 Purity _ Good- 
nels, of Loye to God and Man. as the um. 
mediate Principle of all virtuoys Practice, is 
repreſenred as the great End of Chriſtianity, 
to which all the Parts of it are ſubſervient, 
aud for the ſake of which they have 6: PR 
in the Chriſtian Scheme: Inſomuch that this 
is given as the Standard by which to, deter- 
mine what things do or do not belong to 
Chriſtianity; ; their having a NN or 
not, to advance this great Delign of it. This 
We may ſee 1 lord i. 3, Sc. where the A- 
poſtle reco to T; imothy to charge 
ſome 
| Gal. v. 6; 


God and a Conformity to the divine Chan 


* 


ſome that they teach e Dockrin, , 
neither give heed to Fables and endleſ. 02 
Genealogies, which miniſter Queſtions 74. — 
ther than godly edifying, which is in Tait. , 


And what is that Do&77ne, than which u ys 
other was to be taught, nothing but wha 77 


Was agreeable, and had a Relation to it? 


What way ſhall we diſtinguiſh the godly 4 of 


difying which is in Faith, from uſe”! 


Dneſtions which were to be ſet aſide? Thi — 
muſt appear by regarding the Fnd'of chu 


ſtianity, to which every thing elſe in it cn 
fo be referred; and this he repreſents in the . 
following Verſe : Now the End of the Con I 
mandment is Charity, or Love, Love u or 


Ger, which is Love; out of a pure Heart, T] 
and of a good Conſtience, and of Faith Ml -. 


unfergned. This is the Deſign. for which d 
the Chriſtian Faith is to be 7 5 the 0, 
godly edifying' which is in Faith, is by 

means of Faith ed:fying the Body of Chril ¶ be 
in Love ; the true Chriſtian Doctrine is Ml ; 
ſuch as has a Tendency to this as the prope: 
Influence of it. This the Apoſtle would have 
Chriſtians cloſely attend to as the invariable 
Rule of their Conduct; from which, fays Ml i; 
he, ſome having ſwerved, have turned afilt 


#nto Vain fangling: To the fame Purpok 
is another Paſſage in this Epiſtle, Chap. vi 


2 


4 Epb. iv.-16. 
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i | | s ( 17 ) Ser. 47 "9 
. S. if any Man teach otherwiſe, and 
con ſent not to wholeſom Words, | event 
the Words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
to the Doctrine which is according to God. 
lineſs ; he is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about Que ſtionc, and Strife 0 
Words, &c. Where the wholeſom Words 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt are diſtinguiſhed 
by this Character, the Doctrine which is 
according to Godline ; and by the Apo- 
ſtle's Determination, ſuch who conſent not 
1 this, who depart from this View of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, dote about Queſtions 
and Strifes of Words. So abundantly does 
Chriſtianity vindicate itſelf from the Charge 
of leading People's Minds off from real Good- 
neſs, by laying Streſs on mere Belief. 
Thus it is all of a piece, in every Reſpect 
calculated for reclaiming Men from Sin, and 
advancing the Intereſt of Virtue, If there- 
fore it hath in fact had bur ſmall Succeſs, we 
reaſonably ought to conſider what may have 
been the Occaſions of this, that we may ſes 
if poſſibly theſe may be removed, to make 
way for the happy Influence of Chriſtiani- 
ty. But, E | EATS . 
3. Let us conſider what is to be ſaid as 
to the Fact alledged in the Objection, That 
Chriſtianity has done no good: This is 
pretended to be ſupported by appealing to 
Hiſtory, and comparing the State 1 
8 i 


18 : 

Chriſtian World in general as to its Morals, MW 
with what other Countries are, or have been, i 

As to this I mult obſerve, that general 
Compariſons of this kind cannot always be 
brought to a certain Determination: And if 
not, they can be of no weight in an Argument, 
againſt the evident good Tendency of Chti. 
ſtianity; a thing plainly demonſtrable, or e. 
ven immediately obvious upen an impartial 
View of it. If it-ſhall be ſaid, that to inſiſt 
for Demonſtration in theſe Caſes, of genen 
Facts relating to the good or bad State of 
the World in point of Morals, the Advance. 
ment or Decline of Virtue in it, or in the 
ſeveral Nations of it; to require further Proof 
of theſe than the general Notions one is led 
to form from Hiſtory, is to inſiſt for a thin 
impoſſible:— ] believe it is ſo: And the ju 
Concluſion is, that to argue in this way con- 
cerning any Inſtitution, without conſidering 
the Nature and Tendency of that Inſtituti- 
on in itſelf, will, at leaſt for moſt part, be 
a very precarious, way of reaſoning, which 
can give no juſt Satisfaction. The general 
Notions of the State of the World as to its 
Morals, in the different Ages of it, formed 
upon reading the Hiſtory of theſe Ages, will 
often be very different in different Perſons, 
according to their ſeveral Complexions, and 
| as 
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as they affect. In comparing different Na- 
tions and Ages, as to their general Chara- 
aer for Virtue, there may be manifeſt Dif 
ficulties in the way of determining with Cer- 
tainty. It may be ſometimes not eaſy to de- 
termine in ſuch a Compariſon between par- 
ticular Perſohs ; becauſe we do not know the 
natural Strength of Paſſion, or particular 
Circumſtances of Temptation, which one or 
other of them has to ſtruggle with; by which 
the Strength and Degree of their | Virtue is 
to be meaſured. It is no leſs of conſequence 
in the Compariſon of Nations, to conſider 
the particular Circumſtances of each, by 
which any Appearances of Virtue in them 
become more or leſs conſiderable; which 
will very muck affect the Queſtion, What 
Influence a particular Inſtitution has upon 
any of them? This muſt often prove a Mat- 
ter of ſuch} nice Diſquiſition, as cannot be 
brought to a certain Concluſion: There is 
mother Conſideration partly ariſing from 
this, which will make reaſoning upon ſuch 
general Compariſons uncertain: That tho' a 
Country does not appear to be at all impro- 
ved beyond others, by its particular Scheme 
of Religion; yet it may be ſuppoſed, that, 
without it, it would have been greatly worſe; 
more generally corrupted and depraved than 
other Nations: And if this is a true Suppo- 
ſition, then their er has had a ſubſtan. 
| 2 11 
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tial good Effect, though not apparent in th iſ 


general Compariſon of that Country with o. 
thers ; the making many virtuous who would 
not otherwiſe have been ſo, and preventing 
that Growth of Wickedneſs which otherwil 
would have taken place. 

The true way therefore to judge with Cer. 
tainty, is to begin with conſidering what 
ſuch a Religion is in itſelf: And if it evident. 
1 e I have already ſhown in the 
preſent Queſtion, that it contains in it the 
wiſeſt and moſt effectual Method of forming 
the Tempers and Manners of Mankind to 
Virtue; then plauſible Allegations of its want 
of Succeſs, founded on general Compariſons, 
ought not to leſſen the Reputation of it; on 
the other hand, Inſtances of any good Con. 
ſequences, which have followed on the In- 
troduction of it, are in this Cafe juſtly to be 
admitted as further 'Confirmations of its Uſ- 
falneſs; there'is Reaſon farther to conclude, 
that without it the World would have been 
generally more vicious; if it has not had all 
the Succeſs which were to be wifhed and ex. 
pected, this muſt be owing to ſome foreign 
Let us further obſerve, as to the Fact of want 
of Succeſs alledged againſt Chriſtianity; that to 
give the Objection any Force it muſt be faid, 
thar Chriſtianity never had any good Effect, 
at no Time, and in no Nation where it hath 
114 | | 4 | ap- 
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| appeared: For if it has ever ſucceeded in re- 
forming any Fer of People, this will be a 


ſufficient Juſtification of its good Tendency, 
which hath already appeared in conſidering 
the Nature of ir N 
Now then, as I have already ſhown that 
the Chriſtian Religion is in itſelf excellently 
calculated for reforming Mankind, and pro- 
moting Virtue; ſo there is Reaſon to — 
it hath had conſiderable good Influence, and 
ſtill continues to have. This was moſt obx 
ſervable upon the firſt Appearance of it. The 
World was then greatly corrupted ; the groſ- 
ſeſt Views abounded eyer when, of which 
the Apoſtle. gives a mo ack Catalogue, 
Rom. - _ 22. The moſt barbarous, 
the moſt laſcivious Rites, made Part of the 


Religion of many Countries. But as Men 


embraced Chriſtianity, a remarkable Change 
appeared in their Tempers and Morals: Tbe 
cruel and unjuſt, who had /zved in Malice 
and Envy *, became charitable, kind and 
humane; from being lewd and intemperate, 
ſerving divers Luſis and Pleaſures, they 
became ſober and chaſte. Such a wonderful 


Change does the Apoſtle deſcribe to have 


been wrought upon the Chriſtians of Co- 
rinth, People who had been ſunk in Luxu- 


ry and Wenne all kinds; 1 Cor. vi. 


9. 10, 11. repreſenting ſome of the moſt 
D.q-:- 
8 Tit, ili. 3. | 25 
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monſtrouſly wicked Characters; /#ch, ſay; iſ 


he, were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed 


but ye are ſanfified, but ye are. juſtified g 


in the Name of the Lord Je ſus, and by 
the Spirit of our God. For ſome of the 
firſt Ages of Chriftianity, Chriſtians general. 
ly continued to ſhine as Lights in the 
World, and were diſtinguiſhed as Patterns 
of all Virtue. Their Juſtice, their Charity 
and Liberality, not only toward one ano. 
ther, but toward all Men, are acknowledy- 
ed by their very Enemies *. Of ſuch ui. 
blemiſhed Lives was the Bulk of. them, that 
their Perſecutors themſelves, as much as their 
Honour and Reputation were concerned to 
find out ſomething blamable in them, could 
not pretend to charge them with any thing 
bur a tenacious Adherence to their Religion, 
which they condemned as Superſtition f. 
Their Patience and Conſtancy of Mind in : 
Courſe of Sufferings were particularly re. 
markable; their forgiving Diſpoſition toward 
their Enemies; their ſtedfaſt Adherence to 
the Dictates of their Conſciences, in the Face 
of Death, and amidſt the greateſt Tortures. 
Here was nor only one Inſtance, or a few, 
of the moſt heroick Virtue ; but great Num. 
bers of them, for a conſiderable Courle of 
Time: A ſtrong Demonſtration of the Pow- 


; A * Julian. Miſap. & 49. ep. ad Arſac. 1 Plin. Trajano, 
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5 | 23 
er of Chriſtianity to * the Mind above 
chings external, and to fortify it againſt 
W Hardſhips in a Courſe of Virtue! Thus it 
WE was in the Beginnings of Chriſtianity. And 
though in ſucceeding Ages, and in the pre- 
ſent Time, its Succeſs has not appeared fo 
conſiderable; yet there is;Reaſon to believe, 
that the World has all along enjoyed ſome- 
thing of its happy Influence. I hope I may 
indulge the Pleaſure of ſaying with Truth, 
that to this Day, even in theſe Times of 
great Degeneracy, ſome are reclaimed from 
their vicious Courſes by the preaching of 
the Goſpel; not merely changed from a 
Courſe of Debauchery, to Enthuſiaſm and 
Superſtition ; but converted to ſubſtantial 
Piety and Goodneſs, which they ſhow in 
the uniform Courſe of a regular, virtuous 
and uſeful Life. And as it muſt be owned, 
that there are many Chriſtians exemplary in 
their Lives for every thing which is good 
and laudable; to ſay that they would have 
been the ſame without Chriſtianity, is to 
ſpeak altogether at random: Such, with the 
Character they have for Honeſty and Inte- 
grity, will teſtify, that they feel the Force 
of Chriſtian Principles, the Power of the 
Love of Chriſt, of the Faith of a glorious 
Immortality, of the awful Proſpects of a fu- 
ture Judgment ; animating them to good and 
worthy Actions, checking the Motions of 
e B 4 „ 
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wregular Paſſion, and . them againſt 
Temptations. | 

Perhaps it may be ſaid, that good Men 
do virtyous Actions from an immediate Pro- 
penſity to. them, without turning over in 
their Minds certain Conſiderations, either 
of a religious or moral Nature; they relieve 
the diſtreſt, they perform Acts of Friend- 
ſhip and Generoſity, as the immediate natu- 
ral Dictates of a beneyolent Heart; they go 
on uniformly in this Courſe, from an-imme- 
diate prevailing Love of Goodneſs. This! 
may grant to be generally true: But it does 
not follow from this, that the Conſiderati- 
ons of Chriſtianity are of no uſe; the Influ- 
ence of theſe is not confined to the Time of 
their being the actual Subject of our Thoughts. 
The Chriſtian has felt the Uſe of them for- 
merly, ſtopping him when he was engaged 
rhaps in a Career of Wickedneſs ; putting 
him upon thoſe Exerciſes of Mind, and thoſe 
reſolute Attempts in Goodneſs, which were 
the Means, by the Bleſſing of God, of form- 


my in him the fixed Habits of Goodneſs. He. 


finds it of great Uſe, to haye his Mind fre- 
quently exerciſed in theContemplation of God 
and divine things ; the Loye of the Redeemer, 
and what he hath done and ſuffered for Sin- 
ners; the grand Diſcoveries of a future eternal 
World; the Glories and Felicities of the hea- 
yenly State ; By theſe Meditations often re- 
DOR ;  _newed, 
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newed; the Principles of Virtue are fed and 
nouriſhed, and gather Strength. On all 
jmportant Occaſions of acting, and when 
ſtrong Temptations preſent themſelves, he 
finds great Benefit in calling up theſe Views 
to his Mind; for awakning in him all good 
Diſpoſitions, and inſpiring him with neceſ- 
ſary Courage and Reſolution. There is an 
habitual Diſpoſition to think of theſe things, 
which — brings them to a Man's Mind 
on all Occaſions of Importance. When at 
my time he goes aſtray, by means of theſe 
Conſiderations he is diſpoſed to the renewed 
Exerciſe of Repentance, and is recovered 
into the Paths of Duty. © + 
But perhaps, however ſome may feel the 
good Influence of Chriſtianity, it does not 
appear in a general View of Mankind, that 
rs Chriſtian World at preſent is more vir- 
tuous, os leſs yicious, than ſome Heathen 
Countries. Now, beſides what T-obſeryed 
before, of the Uncertainty which will ma+ 
ny times be found in ſuch general Compari- 
ſons; it cannot he faid, with any appearance 
of Truth, that the Compariſon will univer- 
fally turn out in this Shape; that the Gene» 
rality of profeſſed Chriſtians are no better, 
than che Generality of Pagans through the 
World, are or have ever been; or that the 
Chriſtian Part of the World never did, in 
former times, ſhew any Superiority in its 
oe Morals 
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Morals to the reſt of Mankind As this 
cannot be maintained, it ſtill remains, that 
Chriſtianity hath had good Influence upon 
Mankind. And if we in theſe times who 
profeſs this Religion, ſnould have Reaſon to 
acknowledge with regret, that we are gene. 
rally no better than our Neighbours ; there 
is ſufficient Ground to believe, greatly in- 
deed to our own Diſadvantage, but in Vin. 
dication of our Religion, that withour it we 
ſhould haye been very much worſe. The 
Nature and Tendency of our Religion juſti- 
fies the Aſſertion: and beſides, I am afraid 
we have unhappy Experience in theſe times 
to ſupport it. As Infidelity hath made conſi. 
derable Progreſs of late Years, ſo it is too evi- 
dent that Vice of all Sorts hath ſpread at the 
fame time, and is become more generally 
and openly practiſed. As Attempts have 
been made to overthrow the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, ſo have there been Attacks on 
the Foundations of Virtue and Morality, 
the unchangeable Difference of moral Good 
and Evil. Honour, Honeſty, diſintereſted 
Friendſhip and publick Spirit, are made a 
zeſt of by many, as well as Religion and 
Revelation. I would not talk deceitfully 
in the Cauſe I am maintaining; but I think 
a very ſmall Obſervation of the World muſt 
convince us, that many, finding themſelves 
ſtrongly checked in an Indulgence to "= 
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Luſts, by theſe Principles by Chriſtianity in 
which they have been brought up, have ſer 
themſelves to get free of theſe, that they 
might be eaſy in a vicious Courſe; and that 
together with theſe Principles, they have 
ſhaken off all Senſe of Virtue and Goodneſs, 
and fo abandoned themſelves to every Vice. 
Thus, as by the fatal Effects of Luxury and 
Debauchery, a Perſon is made ſenſible of 
| the Advantage of a ſober temperate Diet; 
« Wl feeling the bad Effects of Infidelity, we 
i- W may from rheſe learn the good Influence of 
d Wl Chriſtianity, fo far as it maintains its Ground. 
$ As there is good Reaſon then to believe, 
chat Chriſtianity has had a great deal more 
- Wl Influence than the Objection againſt it would 
e allow; fo, JJ 
y 4. That it hath not been ſtill more conſide- 
de rable for its Influence is very clearly to be ac- 
bf Wl counted for from ſuch Cauſe „as to leave no 
n WW Blame on the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, Thus, 
7 (I.) It is eaſy to ſee how the beſt Inſtitu- 
d tion of Religion, and effectual with reſpect 
d to many, ſhould not have the ſame good Ef- 
a fect upon all; ſome being peculiarly hardned 
d in Wickedneſs. As this may be the Caſe with 
y WW particular Perſons, ſo it may with certain 
k WW Nations : They may be generally ſo far ſunk 
ſt in Vice, fo far loſt to all Senſe of Goodneſs, 
chat no Means prove effectual for reclaiming 
: them ; not the ſame Means which haye had 
5 N re- 
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remarkable Influence upon others: They 
may be ſo hard and inflexible in their Tem. 
pers, that, with the greateſt Pains taken on 
them, they may be far excelled by others 
Who have not had near the like Advantages, 
Such was the Character of the Jeu in our 
Saviour's Time: The Men of Nine veb, 
| lays he, ſhall riſe in Judgment with this 
reneration and ſhall condemn it; becauſe 
they ki K-95 at the preaching of Fonas, 
end behold a greater than Jonas is here, 
Matth. xii. 41. In the Beginnings of Chri- 
ſtianity, before other Cauſes 2 to de. 
feat its Influence, and when this was moſt 
remarkably to be ſeen in the Bull of its 
Profeſſors; we may eaſily conceive how 
there ſhould be ſome, peculiarly confirmed 
in vicious Habits, whom it ſhould not pre- 
vail upon to their thorow Reformation 
ſome, I mean, who in a ſort believed and 
embraced it. Such I ſuppoſe were ſtruck 
with a Senſe of the Excellency of the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, and with the Miracles 
wrought in confirmation of it, which enga- 
ged a kind of Aſſent to it, and made a ſtrong 
Impreſſion on them: By the Influence of 
this they were probably reclaimed for a while; 
but in a little time their old vicious Habits, 
deeply rooted in them, ng up again, 
and aſſumed their former Poſſeſſion ; in op- 
| Poſition to all the Force of the 9 
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DoQtrines which they had in a fort embra- 
ced. This is ſometimes taken notice of by 
the Apoſtles; That ſome, after having 
known the way of Righteouſneſs, turned 
from the holy Commandment *. The Con- 
ſequence of this perhaps commonly was, their 
giving up with the Chriſtian Profeſſion : But 
with /ome we may believe the Effect might 
be different; that Shame, or even a kind of 
teligious Awe, made them ſtill continue in that 
Profeflion ; and then the next Shift was, as 
Mens Paſſions haye a ſtrange Power over their 
e. judgments, to accommodare their Notions of 
{it ¶ Chriſtianiry to their prevailing Inclinations. 
ts And this . 0 958 4 Shi 
w Wl + (2.) Brings forth anot eat and very 
d 125 Cue of the corrupt Tires of Chir: 
e- ftians, and of the ſmall Advancement of 
1; Virtue, in progreffive Ages to this Day; the 
80 Corruptions ee. into the Chriſtian 

Religion. As theſe were originally owing to 
i- ea Inclinations 10 they ref fur- 
cs ¶ ther made way for, and encouraged, an Indul- 
a- Wl gence to them. Theſe BG wy ſprang 
ng p very early. In the Days of the Apoſtles, 
of I appears from their Epiſtles, there were 
e; Wome who laid Streſs on a bare Knowledge 
S, ud belief of Chriſtianity, as ſufficient to Sal- 
n, vation, without a good Life and Practice; 
p- nd others who laid the Weight of Chriſtia- 
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1 
nity on certain outward Gbſervances, which N wI 
they wanted to introduce among Chriſtians, Te 
as of the greateſt Importance; ſuch as Cir. ha 
cumciſion, and a ſuperſtitious Diſtinction of * 
certain Days and Meats. Thus loſing Sight Cl 
of the End of Chriſtianity, the improving Wl ® 
and perfecting our Natures in a Conformity Wl 
to God, and making it conſiſt in mere Spe- 
_ culation, they turned aſide unto vain Fang. 0 
Eng : they fell a doting about Yueſtions 
aud Strifes of Words; ſtriving about 
Words to no Profit, which led aſide from 
godly edifying, tended to the ſubverting of 
the Hearers.and increaſed unto more ungod- 
lineſs*; they took up with Commandments 
af Men which turned from the Truthf, 
and made theſe fill up the Place of real Re- 
ligion. The Apoſtle obſerving theſe fatal 
Beginnings, foretells the further Progreſs of 
them, 2 Tim. iv. 3. 4. For the Time will come 
when they will not endure ſound Doctrine; 
but after their own Luſts ſhall they heap 
to themſelves Teachers, having itching 
ears ; and they ſhall turn away their Ears 
from the Truth, and they ſhall be turned 
unto Fables. Thus hath the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion come to be perplexed with intricate 
and uſeleſs Diſputes, of no Importance to the 
Intereſts of real Piety and Goodneſs; and to 
be loaded with pompous ſuperſtitious R war 
| | whic 


na = — — — £© A — - au 


* 2 Tim. ii. 14. 16. f Tit. i. 14; 


1 


1 ES 
which only amuſe the Fancy, but have no 
Tendency to better the Heart. About theſe 
hath the Chriſtian World been divided into 
parties, each very often placing the Main of 
Chriſtianity in their diſtinguiſhing Opinions 


and outward Forms; and in contending with 
one another about theſe, the ſubſtantial practi- 
cal Deſign of Chriſtianity harh been oyer- 
lookt. This hath ſhown our Religion to the 
World in a bad Light; as if it conſiſted in 
uſeleſs Speculations and outward Forms, of 
no Conſequence to Virtue and the Happineſs 
of Mankind; and the Prejudice thus raiſed 
hath been helped forward, by the bad In- 
fluence all this muſt have had on the Chara- 
ders and Lives of Chriſtians, leading many 
of them to be careleſs of real Goodneſs, and 
aly in an Indulgence to their Vices, as 
thinking to make up for this by a ſound Be- 
lief and great Zeal in the way of a Party. 
| (3.) Theſe Corruptions being once intro- 
duced into the Chriſtian Religion, and having 
naturally a bad Influence on the Morals of 
Chriſtians ; we all know the force of bad 
example, to ſpread and propagate the Miſ- 
chief, An Example being once {et of a bad 
Life joined with a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
others are inſenſibly engaged, or even en- 
couraged, to follow it; looking upon the 
one as quite reconcileable with the other: 
and Inclination leading the way to Deceit, 
| they 


1 

they readily embrace the ſame corrupt Princi. 
les of Religion, by which others make them 

ves eaſy in their vicious Courſes: | 
12 (4.) To all this let us add; That Chriſtia 
| niry being. once the received Religion of 
Country, many, for worldly Intereſts and 
Connections, maintain the outward Profeſ 
fion of it, whoſe Minds are noway taken up 
about it; who are not at the Pains to con. 
ider, either what it is in itſelf, or what it is 
repreſented to be by others, but only find 
it for their Purpoſe 0 keep up the eſtabliſh: 
2 of lg Orfach it is vr 
e 2 their Lives influ- 
— 22 as they have no thought at al 
about it. However ſuch ſtill retaining the 
Chriſtian Name, contribute to the general 
Reproach brought upon it; as they increaſe 
the Wickedneſs committed under that Name 

and Profeſſion. 

Now when all theſe chings are conſi dered 
her: That the peeuliar Obſtinacy of vi- 
cious Habits in ſome, muſt originally have 
ſtood in the way of the reforming Influence oſ 
Chriſtianity upon them: That by the vicious 
Inclinations of ſome, and the Superſtition of 
others, the Chriſtian Religion hath been 
gradually corrupted, ſo as to appear many 
times quite a different thing from what it 
originally is, 4 Doctrine according to God. 


lineſs : to the evident Hindrance of its na- 
tiye 


3 B 

tire good Tendency: When we conſider how 
t an Influence Example muſt havè had, to 
pread ww Miſchief, and help forward the 
abu x rruption and Wickedneſs of Chri- 
us, be ; by which means they muſt become 
more more hardned againſt the good 
Influence of pute Chriſtianity; When all 
theſe things are conſidered; it may juſtly 
fem a Wonder, that, at this ha of the 

World, the Efficacy of Chriſtianity ſhouldin 
my fort appear; that true Chriſtianity ſhould 
have been ſo far recovered our of the Ruh- 
bin of Popiſh Error and Superſtition, in 
which ir ſeemed almoſt buried; that with all 
the Inclination many People "Gill have, to 
form a Chriſtianity: ro themſelves indulgent 
to their Humours and Paſſions, the natural 
Truth and Goodneſs of it ſhbuld fo far ſhine 
forth, and exert themſelves to ſuch a Degree 
mon the Minds of many, as there is reaſon 
ed to believe it does: This I cannot but think 
a ſtrong Evidence of the original Excellen- 
eq and native good Influence of it, which 
all the Wickedneſs of Men can't overcome; 
iy and of a divine Power ſtill going along with 

* 

n Thus far 1 hope I have ſhown; that no 
Y I juſt Objection lies againſt the Excellency 
and Uſefulneſs of pure original Chriſtianity, 
4 from a Suppoſition founded on the bad Lives 
2 of many Chriſtians, of its not living any 
ve IR- 


> . 


2 
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Inſſuence in reforming and improving Man. tt 
kind: It hath in itſelf the moſt powerful v 
Tendency to this; it is in this reſpect all c 
conſiſtent with itſelf, having nothing in it to t 
defeat this good Tendency; there is reaſon 
to believe it hath actually had conſiderable 
Influence, in advancing and ſupporting the 
Intereſt of Virtue ; that it hath not had grea. 
ter Succeſs is plainly to be accounted for, 
ſo as not at all to leſſen the Reputation of 
IB; i F 1 
Second. It is further urged in the Argu- 
ment againſt Chriſtiani which Iam conſider- 
ing, that ſuppoſing it hath had ſome Influ- 
ence inmaking Men good and virtuous, more 
'than they would otherwiſe haye been; yet 
by the bad Purpoſes to which it has been 
improved, it hath done more Hurt than 
Good. What theſe are I formerly mention- 
ed; its being made a Tool to ſerve worldly 
and ambitious Views, a Pretence for cover- 
ing over moſt villanous Deſigns; its giving 
riſe to fatal Divifions among Chriſtians, and 
the moſt cruel Perſecutions. To vindicate 
Chriſtianity with reſpect to theſe things, and 
againſt the Argument now formed upon 
em, let us attend to the following Conſi- 
derations. | Fire : 
1. Chriſtianity itſelf is far from giving 
Countenance to theſe Abuſes, or from pro- 


moting the perverſe Diſpoſitions which lead 
| @ as 


| (38.73. _ 

n-M tothem. It is far from encouraging Mens 
ul MW worldly and ambitious Paſſions. On the 
ll MY contrary it recommends to us Humility, as 
to the Character which will make us great in 
on the Kingdom, of Heaven: It requires us, 
lc as we would be the true Diſciples of Chriſt, 
he to deny our ſelves, and take up our Croſs}; 
2- to diſengage our ſelves fromthe Honours and 
r, Enjoyments of this World, and prepare our 
of MW klves to bear Hardſhips, Re Logs and 
| igion : It re- 


* 


perſecutions in the ways of Re t re: 
u. WM preſents the prevailing Love of the World, 
- the Lf of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes; 
u. and the Pride of Life +, as inconſiſtent with 
re the ſincere Love of God: It ſets before us 
et in our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, as the juſteſt 
en Object of our Love and Imitation, the moſt 
an glorious Pattern of Meekne/s aud Lowl:- 
n. 2 % of Heart* : The more effectually to 
ly WM ſubdue our worldly Paſſions, it teaches us to 
. ay up for our ſelves Treaſures in Heavent, 
ng WM and overlook the Faſhion of this World as 
d paſſing away t; to ſeek thoſe things which 
te are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right 
d Hand of God; to ſet our Afﬀettions on 
n things above, not on things on the Earth *, 
- Particularly as to thoſe who were to be the 

Teachers of Chriſtianity, our bleſſed Saviour, 
gin expreſs Words condemns in them, alt Af 
1 0:3 fectati- 
1d : Matth. xvili. 4. J Matth. xvi. 24. + 1 Toh. ii. 15. 16. 
to a Matth. xi. 29. f Match. vi. 19. 20. f 1 Cor. vii. pt.” 

Gol. ü. 1.2 | | 
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fectation of worldly Dominion and Grandeur; 
Matth. xx. 25.— 28. The Princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, 
but it ſhall not be ſo among you; but who. 
ever will be great among you, let him be 
your Miniſter, and whoſoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your Servant ; even 
as the Son of Man came not to be mini. 
oe unto, but to miniſter. That ſpiritual 
Tyranny over the Faith and Conſeiences of 
Men which has proved ſo miſchieyons in the 
Chriſtian World, is moſt contrary to Chri- 
ſtianity ; to the Spirit and Conduct, as well 
as the Exhortations, of the firft Preachers of 
it: Not for that we have Dominion over 
Jour Faith, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, but are 
Helpers of your Foy * ; and the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter exhorts Chriftian Paſtors to behave not 

as Lords over God's Heritage f. 
Chriſtianity does by no means tend to 
promote Diviſions among Chriſtians. As it 
very plainly ſhows what it lays the greateſt 
Streſs upon, Faith working by Love, the 
edifying of the Body of my in Love; 
the Doctrine which is according to God- 
lineſ5 ; ſo with reſpect to leſſer Differences 
of Opinion in Matters of Religion, which 
have no neceſſary Connection with the great 
Deſign of it, it teaches us to forbear one 
another in Love , to keep the. Unity 1 
e 


E 2 Cor. i. 24. 1 1 Pet. v. 3. + Col, w. 133 
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2 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace *, to re- 
main united in the Acknowledgment of Fe. © 
ſus Chriſt as our only Lord and Maſter. 
Chriſtianity is the fartheſt that can be i- 
magined from favouring any thing of Ha- 
tred, Violence and Perſecution, in the Cauſe 
of Truth. Theſe are directly oppoſite to the 
Genius of the Goſpel; which all over breaths 
4Spirit of Love, is founded in the Acknow- 
ledgment of a God who is Love, is deſigned 
to train us up to the Perfection of Love. Such 
Diſpoſitions and Practices are quite contra- 

to the Temper and Character of our bleſ- 
20 Saviour; the whole of whoſe Appearance 
in our Nature, was a continued Expreſſion 
of the greateſt, the moſt invincible, Love and 
Goodwill toward Men. Any thing of Vio- 
lence and Cruelty in promoting his Religi- 
on, or what we think Truth, is condemned 
both by the Example of our Lord, and by 
his expreſs Inſtructions to his Diſciples, 
Thus, Luke ix. 53, Sc. when the Sama- 
ritans would not receive him, and the Diſ- 
ciples, animated by that flaming Zeal which 
hath often wrought ſo much Miſchief in the 
World, would have been at commanding 
Fire to come down from Heaven and con- 
ſume them; he turned and rebuked them 
and ſaid, ye know not what manner of 
Spirit ye are of; for the Son of Man 1s 
„ * 


Ebb, iy. 2˙ 
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wot come to deſtroy Mars Zi ves but to 
fave them: An Argument which for ever 
'condemns ſuch a Spirit of Severity, as quite | 
oppoſite to, and deſtructive of, the Deſign 
of our Saviour's coming into the World. To 
the ſame Purpoſe we are taught to ſhew all 
Meekneſs unto all Men; that the Ser- 
vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be 

entle unto all Men, apt to teach, pati. 
ent, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſetues ; if God peradventure 
will give them Repentance ta the acknow- 
dedging of the Truth f. That the Wrath 
of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
Cod t,; that the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is 
ſoum in Peace, as the only proper Soil 
which favours its Riſe and Growth. One 
fingle Expreſſion in a Parable, compe/ them 
to come in **, can never be underſtood in 
a Senſe contradictory to, ſo many clear and 
expreſs Declarations againſt the Uſe of Vio- 
lence in Religion; but muſt he meant. agree- 
able to theſe, according to the Genius of the 
Parable itſelf, and as the like Phraſes are of- 
ten uſed in Scripture ff, of earneſt Perſwa- 
ſion and preſſing Intreaties. Whatever Strels 
Chriſtianiry lays upon that Faith which 
 wworketh by Love ; for mere Belief, as! 

„F *. 7 . laid, 
7 Tit. ili. 2. f 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 1 Jam. i. 20, and 


ji. 13,---18. * ** Lake xiv. 23. ff See Matth. xiv, 22. 
m 
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faid, it lays no manner of Streſs upon; it 
would by no means diſpoſe us to hate, even 
thoſe whom we believe to be out of the way 
of Salvation; but on the contrary, to love 
all Mankind; and, in imitation of our Savi- 
our, to have Compaſſion on the ignorant, 
and on them that are out of the way  : 
Not to torture their Bodies, or plunder their 
Eſtates, for the Salvation of their Souls; but, 
as the only proper and likely way to ſuc- 
ceed, to endeavour to convince. them by 
Reaſon and Argument, and to recommend 
our Religion to their Affections, by ſhew- 
ing it in our Behaviour a Religion friendly 
to all the human kind, a Religion of Love, 
Meekneſs and Peace. So far is Chriſtianity 
idelf from being chargeable with theſe Ab- 
uſes, which have been committed under this 
cred Name; ſo that it cannot indeed be 
ſaid to have done any Hurt at all, >, 
21. To clear it fully from the Charge, it 
may be evident from what other Cauſes theſe 
Abuſes proceed. It is plainly the Wicked- 
neſs of Mankind, which proſtituted the beſt 
thing in the World to the worſt Deſigns, 
the Purpoſes of Ambition and Tyranny. It 
is indeed the extraordinary Goodneſs of Chri- 
ſtianity, which hath made Men ſo fond of 
aſſuming a Pretence of it for covering over 
their bad Deſigns, that they might carry 

Sia) them 
1 Heb. V. 27 Th 2 


4 
them on the R sfully: And if it 


was to be loaded with all the Miſchiefs, 
Which have been done under the agreeable 
She of ir; in this Way, Virtue, ben 
Generofity, every thing that is truly good 


might be 1 105 able with all the Crimes and 

Vi ies of B Hypocriſy; becauſe this often 
as 1 its Part under theſe amiable Appearances. 
As to Contentions, Cruelties and Barba- 
rities, exerciled by Chriſtians on a religious 
Account ; theſe proceed from ſuch Cauſes as 
ve nothing to do with true Chriſtianity. 
Such as, that = religious Zeal which be- 
longs to Enthufiaſm and Superſtition ; when 
People haye not heen at Pains to exerciſ 
their Reaſon and] udgment in religious Mat- 
rers, bur haye giv en themſelves up to the 
Dictates of wild Fancy and Imagination, 
and are governed by 12 Paſſion in theſe 
Matters; from this ſprings Rage and Fury 
in behalf of what is fancied facred and di- 
vine. This is not a thing peculiar to the 
Chriſtian World, but hath been found in o- 
ther religious Profeſſions. Together with 
this falſe Zeal, there is Pride and Conceit, 
Which is quite diſtin from Regard to the 
Intereſts of Truth, diſpoſing a Man to take 
it very much amiſs that others ſhould differ 
from his Opinions and diſpute his Judg- 
ment, and Ys ſſeſſing him with IIlwill a- 


Lak them. This hath appeared moſt re- 


1 
mar kable in thoſe who have aſſumed an ab. 
ſolute Dominion over the Faith and Conſci- 
ences of Men; and who, by Ferting Power 
into their Hands, have had Opportunity of 
exerciſing their Reſentment againſt ſuch as 
preſumed to aſſert the native Freedom of 
their Minds, by judging for themſelves in 
xligious Affairs. With Self. conceit and falſe 
Zeal hath often concurred Regard to world- 
ly Views and Intereſts, which have depend- 
el on ſupporting ſuch a religious Party; the 
maintaining of 'the extravagant Riches and 
Grandeur of a certain Order of Men. Thus 
the Zeal of the Epheſ/ipns for their great 
Goddeſs Diana, was blown up by a power- 
ful Conſideration of worldly Intereſt *; $irs, 
je Ne know that by this Craft we have our 
1, MYealth: That the Craft was in danger to 
ſe {Me ſet at nought, introduced more effectual- 
y the other Argument; that the Temple of 
i- he Goddeſs: ſhould be deſpiſed, and her © 
ne Magni ficeuce deſtroyed, Worldly Views 
o- Woften intermix inſenſibly with blind Zeal in 
th the ſame Perſon ; that it is not eaſy for him 
it, Wto diſtinguiſh in himſelf, the Workings of the 
he different Paſſions concurring to the fame A- 
ke dion: And very often the Zeal of the fim- 
er ple and ignorant fort hath been employed as 
g. Tool, to ſerve the ambitious Purpoſes of 
3. choſe in Power. This I believe hath very - 


„r / oat eo. et SD. 


Ack xix, 25, 27] 
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generally been the Caſe. As the blind Zeal 
Jam ſpeaking of is moſtly to be found with 
the weaker fort of People, who haye had 
{ſmaller Advantages for Improvement in 

 Knowlege, fo this alone would have had 
bur little Effect: It would ſeldom have gone 
further than illnatured Speeches and Inve- 
-Etives ; ſometimes it might have riſen into 
Mobs and Tumults; but would hardly have 
produced ſuch a Train of cruel Perſecutions, 
if it had not been for deſigning Men at thi 

Helm of Affairs. They, to ſerve their ſel. 

fiſh and ambitious Purpoſes, or ſupport their In 

Pride and Tyranny, have firſt artfully in- WM, 

flamed the Fury of the Multitude, againſt be 

thoſe whom they had a mind to deſtroy, asM 

Enemies to God and Religion; and then, I 

having got the Multitude on their Side, have MW! 

proceeded with their Concurrence, and un: of 

der the pious Pretence of Zeal, to the De- m 

ſtruction of ſuch as they had marked out for My 

Hereticks and Infidels.— As theſe Miſchicts Wk 

then have proceeded from ſuch Caules, a5 8 

are common to all Profeſſions among Man: i m 
kind; ſo, © Pia ai dials, 

3. We find that the miſchievous Effects MW f 

have not been confined to Chriſtian Times Ml 2 

and Countries, but have happened in other I ft 
1 Ages and Places of the World. I own it 

would be but a ſorry Defence of Chriſtians, 
to fay, that the like Wickedneſs has been 
n e 


22 


omitted by others: But I am not ar all 
gefending Chriſtians; but vindicating thein 


Religion from an unjuſt Imputation, as if it 
had peculiarly given Riſe to Miſchief which 


hath no where elſe appeared. It is by no 
means peculiar to Chriſtianity, that a Pre- 
race of Religion hath been employed to 
buſe the Vulgar or well-meaning Part of 
Mankind, and make them ignorantly ſerve 
the ambitious or wicked Purpoſes of crafty 
Men : This is a thing which hath been of- 
en praiſed, - It is not only in the Chriſti. 
n World, that Enthufialm or Superſtition - 
us appeared in moſt hideous Effects: In the 
kcathen World, have they not produced the 
noſt monſtrous Barbarities? the offering 
w of human Sacrifices, the making their 
Children to paſs through the Fire as Burnt- 
offerings to their Gods; People's mangling 
their own Fleſh, and ſubjecting themſelves 
to Tortures and Death, under a Notion of 
Religion and doing Honour to their Deities, 
Such abominable Rites have been very com- 
mon in many Pagan- countries, both in an- 
cient and latex Times; and to this Day are 
they practiſed: in ſome Places af the World, 
according to Accounts we have given of 
them*; And is itnot to be reckoned tothe 

4 | Ac- 


* Acoſt. Hiſt. des Ind. I. 5. ch. 19, 20. 21. Carerz 
Voyage au tour du Monde, tom. 6me, p. 51, 52; 80. Chi: 


ſianity"as old as the Creation, p. 80, 


1 
Aecount of Chriſtianity in this Queſtion, tha 
it hath freed the World where it hath ap. 
_ peared, of theſe execrable Pieces of religious 
Service : Nor is a falſe miſchievous Zeal, 
committing Violence in the Cauſe of Religi. 
on, chargeable only upon Chriſtians. We find 
that in Zgyp#f they were remarkable for 
the moſt implacable and envenomed hatred 
of one another, and the moſt cruel and 
bloody Contentions, on account of their dif. 
ferent Gods and Worſhip, In Athens, was 
not Socrates judicially condemned and put 
to Death becauſe he did not acknowledge the 
Gods of the Republick +, but maintained, and 
taught the Youth, juſter Notions of a Su- 
preme Being? And ſeyeral others“ were ba. 
niſhed, or condemned to Death, on a religious 
Account. Such Inſtances as theſe make it 
not improbable, that if we had as full an Ac: 
count tranſmitted to us of the different reli 
gious Sects among the Heathens, as we have 

of thoſe in the Chriſtian Church, many more 
e F 2 Ex- 


1 Vide Juyen. Sat. 15. 1. 33. ad l. 93. 4 Tenoph. Mem. 
Socr. I. 1. ab init. There were, Diagoras, Protagoras, 
Stilo; vid Suidas in Diag. Cic. de nat. D. J. 1. es 
Laert. in vit. Protag. er Stilp. Anaxagoras too, according 
to ſome Accounts; vid. Diogen. Laert. in vit. Anaxdg. 
Joſephus mentioning ſuch Examples as theſe, ſays of the 4. 
thenians in general, That if any ſo much as ſpoke a Word 
concerning the Gods which was not agreeable to their Law, 
i ap were ſure to puniſh them: Cont. Appion J. 2. C. 37: 

Inſtances of the perſecuting Spirit in ſeyeral Heathen Coun- 
tries, ſee a particular Account of in the Rey. Mr. Chandler 
Hiſt. of perſecut. Book, 1, Ee 
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| T3 
fxamples of this ſort would appear. But 
what need one go further for theſe, than the 
many _— Perſecutions practiſed by Hea- 
thens againſt the. Chriſtians ;* the Tortures 
inflicted, and Hayock made upon them, at 
lifferent times for the three firſt Centuries; 
ud that generally, without their being ſo 
much as accuſed of any thing but their being 
Chriſtians. Thus we find an Order given a- 
vinſt them“, by one of the mildeſt too of 
the Roman Emperors, that tho' they were 
wr to be enquired after, which was a 


piece of Condeſcenſion not always ſhewnto _ 


them, yet , they were accuſed, and con- 
vited of being Chriſtians, they ſhould be 
puniſhed; only with this Exception, That 
if one ſhould deny himſelf to bè a 2 
n, and purge himſelf from the Charge 
en the e Gods, — 
formerly ſuſpetted, he ſhould be diſmiſſed. 
The Chriſtians themſelves firſt felt the Spirit 
of Perſecution, which Zeal for Pagan Reli- 
gion kindled up againſt them: What a Pit) 
s it they ſhould ever have copied after ſo 
borrid an Exarpple !— In fine, as it was for- 
merly obſerved, that the Zeal and Bigotry 
which is generally to be found among the 
lower ſort would hardly have proved ſo 
fatal, if it had not been employed as a Tool _ 
by deſigning Men, to ſerve their — £7 
E Trajan Plinio, lib. 10. ep. 98, _ 


. 1 
wid worldly Views; ar ; il hath hadi 
main hand in the Miſchiefs done among 
Chriſtians, is no other than that inſatiable 
Spirit of Ambition, which, in other times 
and Places, without Religion, hath made ſo 
much Havock in the World; hath laidgreat 
Kingdoms and Cities waſte, and - hath made 
Men, under the Name of Heroes, become 
the common Robbers and Murderers of 
Mankind. Since then it appears that Chri- 
ſtianity hath, at moſt, been but an innocent 
Ha of theſe Miſchiefs which have been 
done under the Name of it; and not ſo p 
culiarly the Occaſion of them, but that the 
like have happened in other Fimes and Plz 
ces than in the Chriftian ; let us conſider; 
4. The remaining Strength of the Object. 
on, which muſt ly in theſe two Suppoſitions: 
That the Evils to which Chriſtianity hath 
been miſimproved, though not altogether pe- 
culiar to it, yet have been greater and more 
numerous than otherwiſe 3 or would 
have, happened; and that any Good it hath 
done, is not ſufficient to balance theſe. — 
I may atleaſt take upon me to. affirm that nei- 


ther of theſe can ever be proved, ſo as to have 
any Weight to deſtroy the Reputation of 
Chriſtianity, againſt plain Demonſtration of 


its Uſefulneſs and direct Oppoſition to every 
thing that's bad, from the Nature and Ten- 


- dency of it. It is far from appearing with 


1 
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any reaſonable Evidence, that the Miſchief 


committed under the Chriſtian Name have 
been greater, than any which have other- 
wiſe appeared in the World. The contrary 
may be aſſerted with at leaſt as great Proba- 
biliry : The barbarous, as well as obſcene 
Rites, which have been practiſed in many 
Heathen Countries, perhaps through a Courſe 
of Ages to this Day, together with the Per- 
ſecutions which appear to have taken Place 
under Pagan . ; theſe do at leaſt b 
fair to balance, the Wickednefs and Barba- 
rities which have been committed under the 
Name of Chriſtianity. To ſay as a late Au- 
thor * does, That if putting innocent and 
conſtientious Men to Death on account of 
Religion may be called ſacrificing. them, 
there have been more human Sacrifices 
under the Chriſtian Religion, than ever 
were before in the World; is a meer ran- 
dom Aſſertion, and may with great Juſtice 
be denied. Upon looking into Hiſtory it 
is hard to ſay, whether Ambition has not 
committed as much Havock and Deſtructi- 
on in the World by open Force, as by the 
Help of a religious Pretence, and with the 


Inſtrument of falſe Zeal, in Chriſtian times. 


As little does it appear certain, that the Miſ- 
chiefs which have been done: under a Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, or as great, would 
* 9 Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, p. 84. 


. 

Hot have happened, tho' this Inſtitution had 
never taken Place. Chriſtianity has indeed 
been made the Pretence for — but ſo 
Might a Pretence of Religion have been em- 
loyed under any other Inſtitution: Falk 
Zeal, Bigotry and Superſtition have been the 
immediate Inſtruments of producing them; 
but theſe are by no means peculiat to Chri- 
ſtians. Nay, ſuppoſing that theſe Abuſes of 
Religion among Chriſtians have been grea. 
ter than were known in the Pagan World, 
which yet there is no Reaſon to grant; it 
will not follow even on this Suppoſition, 
that theſe greater Abuſes would not have hap- 
pened without the Chriſtian Profeſſion: It 
is no incredible thing, that ſome particular 
Ages and Places ſnould have been remarkably 
wicked beyond all others; which greater 
Degree of Wickedneſs they would have 
ſhown, under any religious Inſtitution: Or 
there may have been, quite independent of 
the particular Inſtitution of Religion, ſome 

ſpecial Concurrence of Circumſtances, to in- 
5 e Men's bad Paſſions, to unite the blind 

Zeal of ſome, with the Craft, the Ambiri- 
on, the arbitrary and tyrannical Will of o- 
thers, and to give theſe more fatal Succeſs. 
So little Ground is there to believe, that 


the Abuſe-of Chriſtianiry hath wrought | 


more Miſchief in the World, than would 


have happened without this Religion: T mw 


\ 
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if we were to aba it 75 haye done ſo in 
ome Inſtances, 1 Thould not enen think this 
an unaccountable thing, in maintaining the 
Goodneſs of Chriſtianity. It is a commo 
Obſervation that the Corruption of the be 
things is the worſt; and it is conceiyable e- 
rough how this might hold in the preſent 
eie. The better a Religion is, the Pre- 
tence, of it for carrying on any wicked Pur- 
poſe, if once through the Weakneſs of Man- 
kind it is made to paſs, will undoubtedly 


haye the greater Effet. If "Mews lays 


the ſtrongeſt Reſtraints on Mens wicked 
Paſſions, it is natural ta think, that when 
once a perverſe Mind hath any way found 
out a Licence to theſe Paſſions, . they will 


rage the fiercer ; as thoſe who haye had the 
Benefit of a good Education, if once they 

do ſhake themſelves looſe from the Impreſſi- 
ons of it, are often obſeryed to prove: th 

more notoriouſly vicious and e by 

If indeed the Corruption of a good thing 
was ſo great, as to do more Miſchief than 
any Good produced was equal to; it might 
ſem a juſt Concluſion, that we had befter 
be free of it altogether. But this Argument 
can haye no place here. I am now ipcak- 
ing on the Suppoſition, that the Abuſe gf 


Chriſtianity h given. Riſe to 7 Evil, 


than would have fallen out had no ſuch In- 


union Ae. f eee 


* 


there in Fact for alin this, that one of 
any Candour and Juſtice muſt at leaſt ſap. 
pole, the greater Degree of Miſchief thus 
occaſioned by Chriſtianity to be very in- 
conſiderable: So that we have to compare 
the doubt ful Suppoſition, of a very incon- 
ſiderable Share of Miſchief, peculiarly oc- 
caſioned by Chriſtianity, with what hath 
been repreſented concerning the good Ef. 
fects it hath produced, beyond what would 
otherwiſe have taken place, which in all 
Probability have been conſiderably great. 
Bur if theſe things cannot be fo aſcertained 
and balanced with one another as to admit 
of Demonſtration, the thing which ought 
reaſonably to fatisfy us is, that Chriſtianity 
hath evidently the beſt Tendency, and car- 
ries in its Nature the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition to 
every thing that is bad and miſchievous. 
Only give me leave to mention rwo things 
further as of Importance in this Compariſon. 

I. Thar if the Chriſtian Religion has had 
any Influence in promoting real Virtue and 
Goodneſs, as there is the greateſt Reaſon to 
believe it has, this is a Benefit of fo high a 
Nature as to balance many external Evils. I 
Hope it is abundantly plain, that Chriſtia- 
nity could not have the leaſt Influence in 
exciting or encouraging Mens bad Paſſions; 
but ir has been made an Occaſion for theſe 
to exert themſelves, in creating many er 
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ward Miſchiefs: On the other Hand, it hath 
a native Tendency to promote real inward} 
Goodneſs; and ſo far as it hath ſucceeded in 
this, it is a Benefit of ſuch a Nature, as to 
overballance many external Miſchiefs which 
haye occaſionally happened by it. It hath 
thus taught Men to be happy in themſelves, 
independent of outward Enjoyments *; it 
hath introduced them to inward Pleafſuzes: 
far ſuperior to thoſe of the World; it hath. 
given them a Strength of Mind to enable 
them to overcome outward Calamities, ſo 
25 to be leſs affected by them: And if our 
Adverſaries will allow of a future State, 
Chriſtianity, in forming Men to Virtue and 
real Goodneſs, trains them up to the high- 
eſt Perfection and Happineſs of their Nate 
in 3 World. 
It is to be obſerved chat the Cort 

on ol Chriſtianity, whatever Miſchief it — 
produced, is only occaſional, and is ſepa- 
rable from it; the Good done is the native 
Effect of it, and may therefore be more u- 
niformly expected from it. And this brings 
us to what I ſhall make the Concluſion of 


the whole Argument. 


The Chriſtian Religion has the ſtrongeſt 
Tendency to reform Mankind, and to ad- 
vance true Goodnels ; this Effect we have 
Reaſon to believe it has ſometimes had in a 


. Prov. xiv. 14. 


D:'3 - | con: 
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conſiderable Meaſure, a always in ſome 
Degree: As this is a good Argument of its 
divine Original, we haye Ground 'to. hope 
that the divine Bleſſing will always accom- 
_ pany it, to render it more or leſs ſucceſsful, 
On the other hand; the wicked Purpoſes 
to which Chriſtianity has been abuſed, are 
but occaſional Effects of it, and are ſepa- 
rable from it : Accordingly -they have not 
always accompanied it. By the good Hand 
of God, at the glorious Reformation, a con- 
fiderable Part of the Chriftian World did a- 
bandon the Tyranny and Corruption of that 
Church; which has been moſt remarkable 
for thefe Abuſes of Chriſtianity ; where the 
perſecuting Spirit has reigned, to the Scan- 
dal of Humanity itſelf. We at preſent in 
this Part of the World, have Experience of 
the Poſſibility of enjoying the Benefit of the 
Chriſtian Religion, without thoſe groſs A- 
buſes of it which have ſometimes harraſſed 
Mankind: Though alas the Goſpel has not 
all the good Succeſs we would wiſh for; 
yet, bleſſed be God, we are not ſo much as 
in fear of that Violence, of thoſe Cruelties 
and Barbarities, which it hath been moſt im- 
piouſly made to countenance. And why 
may we not hope that the Bleſſing of pure 
' Chriſtianity, free from the miſchievous Cor- 
ruptions of it, ſhall yet become more gene- 
ral; that the great Hindrances to its good 
| oe SUC+ 
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0 Succeſs may be removed; and that the Re- 
« If ligion of Chriſt may come to be ſo well un- 
« = 4<rſtood, in all thoſe Places where it 6 oy 

. felled, as no Villanies or. Barbarities ſhall a- 

y more be admitted under the Name of it. 
Then may the World ſec theſe Propheſies 
e filly accompliſhed, as deſcribing not only 
che Tendency, but the Effect. of Chriſtiani- 
y: T Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lam, 
%% Leopard ſball ly don th the Kia, 
the Calf aud the young Lion and the Hat- 


: ling together, and a little Child ſhall lead 
r #2 s the Cow and the Bear Hall feed, 
G their young ones ſhall ly down in Safety, 
nud the Lion ſhall eat Straw like the Ox 


the ſucking Child ſpall play on the Hole 
of the A/p, and the weaned Child ſhall 
put his Hand on the Cockatrice-den 3 they 
ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy 
Mountain *.: In his Days, in the Govern- 
ment of the Prince of Peace and Righte- 
o) ,o, hall the Righteous flouriſh, an 
abumdance f Peace ſo long as the Moor 
endureth f. As this is the proper Tenden- 
cy of true Chriſtianity; is it not the Part of 

real Lovers of Mankind, inſtead of ſetting 


y themſelves in oppoſition to ſo excellent an 
e nſtitution, to contribute for maintaining and 
. omoting the original Purity of it, and thus 
e. belp forward its native good Influence? 
d BY BR 2 o 
. * 1s. xi. 64-9: + ?/al, Ixil. 7; 
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Thus I hope I have Guy vindicated the 
Chriſtian Religion, as an uſeful and excel. 
lent Inſtitution, from the Occaſions of Of. 
_ iven by Chriſtian — and . ſhown 
that the A ent againſt it founded upon 
theſe, is ay e. ; 1 \ 0 
From what hath been ſaid. 

1. Let me call upon all Chriſtians to do 
their Parts for removing theſe Offences. Tho 
we can ſhow in point of Argument, that the 
Wickedneſs of profeſſed Chriſtians is no juſt 
Objection againſt their Religion; yet in fo 
far as this Occaſion of Prejudice remains, it 
will {till be apt to have its Effect, immedi- 
ately to prepoſſeſs People's Minds, to hin- 
der them from conceiving an Eſteem of Chri- 
ſtianity. and to keep them off from that fair 
Inſpection into it by which its Excellency 
and Uſefulneſs would appear obvious. Have 
we then, my Brethren, any Regard for our 
bleſſed Redeemer who died for us, whoſe 
Servants we profeſs to be? And ſhall we 
have. =_ Part in making that worthy Name 
ta be #/a/phemed, in repreſenting him to the 
World as the Miniſter of Fin, and his Re- 
ligion as an uſeleſs, or even hurtful Inſtitu- 
tion? Have we any Love to our Fellow- 
creatures; and-ſhall it not affe& us to think 
What Hurt is done to them by theſe Offen- 
ces? preventing their Recovery from Sin 
and Miſery, to Goodneſs and N 
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de All the unſpeakable i Comfort of 
the Chriſtian Revelation; the Knowledge of 
f Salvation by the Remiſſion of Sins, through 
the tender Mercies of our God; a Light 
to them that. ſit in Darkneſs and in the 
Shadow of Death, to guide their Feet in- 
to the way of Peace * ; all this, are they by 
1, neans of theſe Prejudices unhappily depri- 
ved of. Have we any Concern for our own 
he Honour? Let us conſider what a Reproach 
& WO Chriſtians bring upon themſelves by their vi- 
% WM cious Lives, They are either look d upon, 
according to the bad Light in which they 
;_ epreſent Chriſtianity, as blindly deyoted to 
a Set of mere Speculations and Forms, which 


i. ue of no Signaficancy : Or elſe, as groſſy in- 
ir conſiſtent; valuing themſelves on a Religion, 
1 far ſuperior to all others, 8 the 
e moſt excellent Syſtem of Precepts, and the 
u. moſt uſeful. Diſcoveries. for forming Mens 


Hearts and Lives to Virtue; and yet them- 
ſelves no better than other Men, indulging 
„in the fame Vices with others, or Pers 
ge perverting this very Religion they boaſt of 
+ do wicked Purpoles. To them are juſtly to 
u. be applied thele Words of Reproach; Rom. 

r. ü. 17, Sc. Thou who makeſt thy Boaſt of 
+; Cod, and knoweſt his Will, and approveſt 
n 

in 

5 

Wl 


the things that are more excellent, being 
inſtructed by a revealed Law ; and art cou- 
D 4 ſent 


E Luke i, 77, 78, 79. 
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Faent that thou thyſelf, 25 4 Guide of the 
blind, a Light of them that ure in Dark: 
neſs : Thou that Teacheſt another, teac heſ 
250 u 7 thyſelf? Thon that -preacheſt a 
Mat ſhould not fteal, oſt thou Heal? Thou 
That fa ft a Man Jbould not commit Adul- 
ter y, 2 commit Adultery ? © Thou 
hat ab orreſt Idole, doſt thou commit Sa- 
crilege? Thou that maleſi thy "ae of 
the Law, Law expreſly revealed by God 

through i rene g the Eee diſponoureſ 
5 God? Ho ſhould we fürther be 2. 
OR, BA "the: Peculiar Defiuntiation of 
ut choſe who concur in ſuch Of. 

Mics ry to-that Man b. whom the Of 
Fenve cometh, Touch belo 
<dſhonourirgthe Name and Reſigior 
of treachierotully betraying his Caſs, atid ex. 
Þ oſlpg it to an infidel World; of putting © 
Nb ling. Hlocl before the blind * of hard- 
ning Men in the ways 6f Error and Deftru- 
Fs ainſt'the great Means of their Reco- 
| u de . alvation: So great Guilt muſt needs 
incur the ſevcreſt Condemiation. Let it then 
be our Care, by all meatis to avoid giving 
ch Offences; 25 ler it be at Heart with 
8, for che Honour of our Religion, for the 
des ſj reading of it, in order to-the-great- 
et Goo of the World, to have theſe Occa- 
ns 'of Prejudice againſt it as much as poſ- 
fible removed. | „„ 


r Ley. xix. 14. 
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This concerns all of * our ſeveral Sta- 
tions. As we name the Name of Chriſt, let 
us depart from all Iniguity, and abſtain 
from all Appearance of EL “. And 'as 
much as we _ the Uneaſinels, to ſee o- 


chers bringing L on their Reli- 
gion by their 8 — ices; let it be 
our Cate ſo much the more to — the Do: 
frine of God our Saviour, by a pious and 
uſeful Life f: M hat ſdever thing are true, 
hal ſbe ve Things are honeſt, or vene- 
uble, whatſoever things are juſt, what- 
ſoever Fhings gre pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, — — things are of good 
Report, i there be any Virthe aud if 
there be any Pratſe'; let us think on the ſe 
things Wert by them adorn our Character 
ind Behaviour. Particalarly let us ſhew by 
our Conduct, that we hold in juſt Abhor- 
rence all thoſe Evils, to which the Chriſtian 
Religion hath been miſimproved; all uncha- 
ritable Heats and Animofities; Diviſions a- 
bout things on which real Goodneſs hath no 


Dependerice; all Bitterneſs and Severity to- 


wards thoſe whom we conceive to be in a 
wrong way; whatever ſavours in the leaſt 
of a perſecuting Spirit. In all our Appearan- 
ces for the Chriſtian Cauſe, let us be careful 
to Na the TR in a t; and thus 

- TeCOM- 
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recommend it to Mens . by ſhew. 
ing it in our Temper and Behaviour, as x 
Religion every way humane and friendly to 
Mankind, "defined. for their Salvation and 


not their Deſfruction. 


All this is eſpecially incumbent on the 
Teachers of Chriſtianity : A great deal lies 
upon them, for removing than Grounds of 
Prejudice againſt it. It is of great conſe- 
eg what Views they give of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, particularly in their publick 


Inſtructions: That they poſſeſs People with 
juſt Notions of it, as a Religion calculated 


for making Men holy and good; and direct 
all their Inſtructions to this as the great De- 
ä ee That tbey ftriuèe not about 
Words to nb Profit, but to the ſub vert. 


ing of the Hearers ; but keep to wholeſom 
Words, by vhich the true Life and Health 


of the Soul may be promoted. even the 


Fords of our Lord Je ſus Chriſt, and the 
Doctrine which it according to Goali- 


= 


nr That they preach Chriſt -crucified*, 


to the Purpoſe for which he was crucified; 


the redeeming us from all Tniquity, and 
purifying unto himſelf a peculiar People 


; Sealous of good Works; that we being 
dead to Sin ſhould live unto Righteouſ- 
ne ſe f. As ſuch act in a publick Character, 


and are therefore expoſed to general Obſer- 
x ©, Yatloh, 


2 Cor, i, 23, } 1 Pet. ii. 2 
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vation, it is eſpecially requiſite that their 


Lives ſhould be a Copy of what they preach; 


that in theſe they ſhould give to the World 
an experimental Proof of the good practical 
Influence of Chriſtianity. It is of general 
Concern, that ſuch ſhould adorn their Stati- 
on by a meek and humble Behaviour, b) 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity ; that they 
ſhould never think to employ ill natured 
and angry Paſſions in the Cauſe of Chriſt; 
that they ſhould avoid every thing of that 
Craft and Deceit in managing religious Mat- 
ters, which has ſometimes paſſed under the 
Name of pious Frauds ; that they ſhould ſhew 
a juſt Oppoſition to that worldly and ambi- 
tious Spirit, which has ſometimes exerted 
itſelf under the Pretenee of Zeal for Religi- 
on, and the Intereſts of the Church; that 
they ſhould never pretend to aſſume a Do- 
minion over the Faith and Conſeiences of 
Men, as Lords over God's Heritage. Theſe 
and the like Offences, it er belongs 
to thoſe of the miniſterial Order to remove. 
2. Whoever elſe may be offended at Chriſt 
and his Religion, yet let us never be offend- 
ed*. Let us attend to the true Nature and 
Deſign of our Religion, in which its Excel- 
lency, and the Characters of a divine Origi- 
nal appear moſt conſpicuous; and by the | 
View of theſe, become fixed ina juſt Eſteem | 


12 Cor, i, 12 Matth. xxvi. 333 


( & +) 
of it. Let us endeavour conſtantly to keep 
up a lively Impreſſion of the great Diſcoye. 
ries of Chriſtianity, that theſe may ſtrengthen 
and improve in us all the habicual Diſpoſit. 
ons of Goodnels ; and thus ſhall we have the 
Witneſs our ſelves f, of its Goodneſs atd 
Excellency; in the happy Influence of it upon 
our own Hearts. Let us think it our Honour 
Gear the Chriſtian Name, and never be made 
aſhamed of it by unjuſt Reproaches thrown 
upon it: As we know very well where theſe 
Keproaches ought to ly, upon the wicke 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and not upon Chri- 
ſtianity, iddelf; let us neyer be put out of 
Countenance by ill- placed Raillery. Let it 
tbe our Care, for our Parts, e by that 
Faith which wor eth by to give a 
Ahining Example of all 4 and — Sigh 19 
and this will reaſonably ſupport our r glory 
ing in our Chriſtian big D 
3. Having vindicated Okriftianity's as a moſt 
codes and uſeful Inſtitution, and therefore 
worthy of God, let me exhort all in their 
Neyeral. Stations, to lend an helping Hand 
for the further Propagation of it. From the 
Love we owe to our bleſſed Saviour, let us 
heartily concur in our Endeavours for the 
At of his Kingdom, for: bringing 
others into Subjection to his happy Govern- 
ment, for promoting his kind Belgns E 
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Salvation of Sinners. As we regard themoſt 


valuable Intereſts of Mankind, ſhall we not 
be ready to do our utmoſt for bringing them 


to the Knowledge of God and of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom to know is Life efernal*? How 
ould it affect our Hearts, to think how ma- 
ny Places of the Earth are yet in Dark- 
neſs, and full of the Habitations of Cru. 
ety; and that. in the remoter Corners of 
dur on Country, many People are {till li- 
ring in downright Hearhen Tgnorance and 
Barbarity — or under the Dominion of Popiſh 
erſtidion and Delaſion! Would we not 
_ to have it in our Power, to do ſome- 
thing for the Recovery of our Brethren of 
Mankind out of theſe unhappy Circumſtan- 
ces? And what a Pleaſure may it be to us, 
my Brethren, that we have an Opportunity, 
given us for this Purpoſe, an Opportunity at 
hand, by means of a Society for propagate 
ng Chriſtian Knowledge. 

A good many Years ago, many well-dif 
poſed Perſons, very much affected with the 
deplorable State of the remoter Highlands 
and Iſlands of Scotland, which were loſt in 
Ignorance, Superſtition, and all manner of 
FR e for lack of Knowledge, and 

a great meaſure uſeleſs to the World; 
ad ink of the moſt effectual Method of re- 
covering them out of this State, to true * 


8 Joh. xvü. 34 S. 2 
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and Virtue, by having the Knowledge of the 


true Religion conveyed to them. Accord. 
ingly. they were, by a Royal Patent, ered- 

1 into a Society for this Purpoſe. This 
Society hath conſiſted of many honourable 
Gentlemen and worthy Miniſters, who haye 
had this Deſign moſt ſeriouſly at Heart, and 
have been moſt diligent and faithful in the 


Execution of it; by the Means afforded them. 


They havę been countenanced by Providence 
in a conſiderable Meaſure, and encouraged 
by many pious and liberal Donations : They 
are further aſſiſted in their Undertaking by 
an annual Bounty from his Majeſty, given for 
the ſame Purpoſe of the: Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands, the Managers of which 
correſpond with the Society in their Mea. 
ſures. By theſe Means, the good Deſign 
hath beeri carried a conſiderable Length; a 
great many Schools have been erected, and 
itinerant Preachers and Catechiſts employed; 
and there have been very ſatisfying Accounts 
from many Places of their Succels, in bring: 
ing People to the Knowledge of the Truth 
as it is in Feſus, and, as the juſt, and na- 
tive Conſequence of this, the civilizing of 
their Manners in a good Degree. The So- 
ciety have likewiſe, as of their original 


Deſign, begun to extend their pions Endea- 


yours Abroad, and to ſend Miſſionaries into 
foreign Parts, for the Inſtruction and Con- 


verſion 
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verſion of Infidels; and will be ready to go 
on with theſe worthy Attempts, as they” 
ſhall be further enabled by charitable Perſons. 
They have further been 'impowered of late 
by a ſecond Royal Patent, to extend their 


Views to the promoting of Labour and In- 


duſtry, by britiging up Children educated at 
their Schools to Husbandry, Trades, or Ma- 
nufactures, fo far as they ſhall be aſſiſted by 
charitable - Contributions for this Purpoſe : 


According to this Extent of their Powers, 


they will doubtleſs have it at Heart, that the 
Purpoſes of Religion and of Civil Society be 
carried on jointly, as they always ought to 
be; and that while young People are in- 
ſtructed in neceſſary Chri 

they ſhall at the ſame time be trained up ear- 
ly to an Habit of Induſtry, and ſo made uſe- 
ful Members of the Commonwealth : In this 


way they would Hope to recover theſe diſtant 


Corners of the Country, at once from pro- 


found Ignorance, and from prevailing Idle- - 


nels, and Theft, and other Vices accompany- 
ing theſe, by which they have been loſt to 
the Publick. As an Inſtance of the Society's 
forward Diſpoſition ro promote whatever 


belongs to the uſeful Education of poor Chil- 


dren, I cannot but take notice, as now 


e to our View, of the Orphan Ho- 


pital of this City, which they have ta- 
ken under their Patronage and Inſpection; 


where. 


ian Knowledge,” 


Mankind in ocher Parts of the World, are ſtil 


(64 ) 
where there are juſt now to the Number of 
eighty Boys and Girles, at the fatne time in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of Chriſtianity, and 
brought up to uſeful Buſineſs: As they are 
here preſented before you, you have the Sa. 
tis faction to ſee, to what good Purpoſe the 
liberal Contributions of many in this City, 
and in other e _ been beſtowed, in 
encouraging this: e 211 

Now from all this, my Brethren, you may 
ſee what a fayourable Cor pen} you haye 
of promoting the greateſt and moſt valuable 
Deſign, by means of a Society who have gi. 
ven Proof of their Zeal and Faithfulneſs in 
this worthy Undertaking. The Advances 
they have already made are indeed in ſome 
reſpect conſiderable: But when we think 
how many People ſtill in theſe remoter Places 
of our Country, and what vaſt Numbers of 


wandring in the Paths of Ignorance and Vice, 
deſtitute of the Means of Inſtruction and Re- 
formation; what is yet done is but a happy 
beginning, and ſtrongly calls for the charitable 
Aſſiſtance of thoſe to whom God hath given 
the good things ofthis World. In this you 
are called to contribute, for advancing the 
Knowledge and Glory of the Redeemer ; and 
| by this means converting Sinners from the 


rror of their way*, ſaving Souls from 
| . 855 TTY Death , 


* 2 Jam, v. 204 
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Death, and turning many to Nigbteouſ :. 
neſs. And can you ſpare nothing of your 


Riches from the Delieacy and Pomp of this 


| World; to be employed for ſo noble a Pur- 


oſe? Shall the Luxury 


vine Pleaſure of doing fo great and laſt- 


ing Good? God, in beſtowing upon you 


theſe good things of Life, hath given you Op- 


rtunity, by means of them; to become 
25 in good Works*, and by the teligious 
and virtuous Improvement of thele #xcer- 
tain Enjoyments, to tay up for your ſebves 


in Stored good Foundation for the time to 


come. | „ 
To conclude, let us join with all out pious 
and honeſt Endeavours, our earneſt Prayers 


to God for Succeſs; that the Truth which is 
7 0 Godlineſs may 

y ſpread, may be received in the Lobe of I 
it, and may fhine forth in its Power and 


come to be uſiverſal- 


happy Influence on the Hearts and Liyes of 


Men. Which God grant through Jeſus | 1 


Chriſt. Amen. 
'4 Day, xii, 3. * 1 Tim. vi. 18. 192 
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ury, the Pleaſtites and 
iverſions of Life, be preferred to the di- 
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